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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
A MESSAGE FROM OUR MNCREW PRESIDENT

Together in Q3 WE have remained strong.
WE have been flexible. WE have thrived, and
WE have adjusted to new normals. WE have
won together. WE have lost together.
My optimism remains strong even with the
current global and regional challenges WE
are facing today. The strength that I see within
MNCREW, the volunteers, the members, the
sponsors, the support staff and within
leadership is simply remarkable. Your
continued strength is why WE continue to
remain MNCREW strong. I am personally
grateful for each and every one of you!
WE have been flexible in successfully holding
our programs at the beautiful Hutton House
in Plymouth for our past three programs. WE
will remain flexible and continue to hold our
events there throughout the remainder of the
year. Thank you, Nicki and team for working
with us. WE appreciate you.
The CREW 2021 Convention just happened,
and I was proud to see that MNCREW was so
well represented at the event in Las Vegas.
WE had 18 members join the 750+ live
registrants and 100+ virtual participants.
Convention is an amazing time to connect,
learn, grow, network and reflect. It was
wonderful to participate in another successful
Convention!
WE have thrived in Q3! Our annual golf
event in August at the Legends was a success
and fun was had by all on a beautiful day. WE
have held three live in-person programs. WE
held our summer networking event in July at
Brookview and certainly didn't let rain kill our
fun. Women Run The Cities took place in July

as well as several Rising Leaders events that
included networking and volunteering. In
August, the book club discussed Everything is
Figureoutable by Marie Forleo. Last, but
certainly not least, our third annual signature
event, MNCORK, was held in September at
10 West End.
WE currently have 232 members and
continue to see new faces join weekly.
Welcome to all new members, and thank you
to all of our current members who promote
MNCREW and our mission.
WE lost a dear friend, colleague, teammate
and past president of MNCREW, Shari Bjork.
When I reflect back on my personal
memories of Shari, I remember a strong,
confident woman that led with grace and
passion. She confidently led MNCREW
through changes that she knew would be
tough. She was passionate about her work,
her colleagues, MNCREW and CREW. I had
the pleasure to work with Shari outside of
MNCREW and within MNCREW. She was
an incredible woman and will be dearly
missed.
Shari’s passion for MNCREW and CREW
lives on through her legacy. Please join
MNCREW and other industry friends and
colleagues in honoring and continuing Shari’s
legacy by contributing to CREW Network
Foundation's established scholarship
endowment.
I want to close my letter today with a phrase I
recently heard that I have put a lot of thought
into: “Everything is different and harder than
it used to be.” I don’t think any one of us can

2021 MNCREW PRESIDENT

Christy Lewis
Vice President, Sales & Marketing
Mint Roofing
952.473.8080

put a finger on one thing that has us thinking
life in general is more difficult than the past;
but that it is an accumulation of so many
changes, globally to locally. Today more than
ever is the time to reach out, support each
other, be open to differences, be kind, be
humble, be grateful and take the moments
you need for yourself and your personal
well-being. It’s not selfish, it’s necessary.
Together WE are MNCREW Strong!
Together WE lift each other up!
Sincerely,
Christy Lewis
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ON THE SCENE WITH BETH RYDEEN
The vibrant community at MNCREW is full of dynamic,
successful women who have graciously chosen to share
their talents and leadership through board participation.
Our 2021 Board of Directors have stories to share, and
I’m here to bring them alive for you! Today, the mic was
on for Nichole Klonowski of Pope Architects and Mythili
Thiagarajan of Auromira Architects as they answered
these questions…
How has MNCREW impacted
you/your career?
NK: MNCREW has given me the opportunity
to not only network and build lasting
relationships in the industry, but also to grow
skill sets serving on committees. Over the
course of a few years on the finance
committee, my financial literacy improved
dramatically in both business AND personal
matters!
MT: To me MNCREW is synonymous with
OPPORTUNITIES! It provides fabulous
opportunities for deal-making, networking,
cultivating leadership skills, professional
growth and having a positive impact on other
MNCREW members! I joined MNCREW in
2014. I won the MNCREW Excellence in
Design Award in 2015. I was asked to lead the
newly formed Education & Leadership
Committee and eventually the Sponsorship
Committee. After chairing two committees,

Many thanks to Nichole and Mythili
for sharing and entertaining us with their
stories! If you haven’t already done so,
please connect with them on LinkedIn
and thank them for their service to
MNCREW next time you see them. And
please watch for the next installment
when we go “on the scene” with another
group of our fabulous board members!

winning multiple awards and contributing to
deal-making opportunities, I am currently so
honored to serve on the MNCREW Board of
Directors!
What is your passion? Please share a
hobby or favorite thing to do connected
to your passion.
NK: I’m very passionate about art and
expression! In my personal life, I’m a painter
and have been fortunate to sell some of my
work to local art enthusiasts. Painting is one of
my favorite ways to decompress and spend
time thinking through life’s challenges.
MT: I love design! I enjoy staying involved in
projects from design through completion and
owner move-in! I cherish seeing the beauty in
things, be it a small flower in the backyard or a
large landscape or built environment. As a
firm owner, I feel incredibly lucky to be part of
an organization that supports the growth of
my firm and gives me visibility!

Nichole Klonowski
Pope Architects

Beth Rydeen
Director of Marketing
StuartCo
952.948.9512

What is something that most
people don’t know about you?
NK: Perhaps that I spent most of my career
working in non-profits with adults with
developmental disabilities and mental health
challenges. Having spent 20 years in social
services has formed my personality and work
ethic. Working hard and seeing the humanity
and humor in every situation was a gift that life
gave me!
MT: I love cartoons! When my kids were little,
I used to enjoy watching cartoons with them.
My favorite cartoon characters are Donald
Duck and SpongeBob SquarePants. I
absolutely love it when Donald Duck gets
mad!

Mythili Thiagarajan
Auromira Architects
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OLIVIA RICHARD
After speaking with Nicole Urista and Jessica Erickson, I was
excited to hear how much they both enjoy being members and
about the variety of ways I could get involved with MNCREW.

Olivia Richard
Marketing Specialist
Crawford Merz
612.843.9011

Who or what brought you to MNCREW?
I was interested in joining MNCREW because I
wanted to meet more women in the industry and
learn from them as I am beginning my career.
After speaking with Nicole Urista and Jessica
Erickson, I was excited to hear how much they
both enjoy being members and about the variety
of ways I could get involved with MNCREW.
Describe your involvement in MNCREW
As a new member, I’m looking forward to
becoming more involved in MNCREW. So far,
I have joined the Communications Committee
and will be contributing to our social media
presence by posting weekly on LinkedIn
and Facebook. I am also joining the Rising
Leaders Committee. Moving forward, I’m
looking forward to attending more events and
contributing to the committees I’ve joined.

Education/Career Path
I graduated from the Carlson School of
Management at the University of Minnesota
in 2019, where I majored in Marketing. Prior
to graduating, I was a Social Media Marketing
Intern at Franchise Times, a small publishing
and events company based in Minneapolis.
I also interned at Renewal by Andersen as a
Product Marketing Intern until I started at
Crawford Merz as a Marketing Specialist.
Hobbies/Activities
As someone who has the travel bug, I love to
plan trips and always like to have one to look
forward to, whether it be a new country or
just a new trail to hike nearby. I also love to
bake and try new bakeries and dessert spots
around the Twin Cities. And when I can, I
enjoy going to open houses just for fun.
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MALLORY MOEN
I quickly discovered that MNCREW is a group of wonderful
women who support each other while having a whole lot of fun! I
knew from the first event I attended that MNCREW was the right fit
for me and that I wanted to become part of the fantastic community.

Mallory Moen
Attorney
Hellmuth & Johnson, PLLC
952.460.9267

Who or what brought you to MNCREW?
My colleagues at Hellmuth & Johnson encouraged
me to attend a few events with them after I joined
the firm. I quickly discovered that MNCREW is
a group of wonderful women who support each
other while having a whole lot of fun! I knew
from the first event I attended that MNCREW
was the right fit for me and that I wanted to
become part of the fantastic community.
Describe your involvement in MNCREW
I have experience handling real estate
transactions, both in Minnesota and Wisconsin,
and my passion is guiding clients through
real estate transactions of all sizes. I also
recently became involved in the Rising
Leaders Committee of MNCREW.

Travel
I spent a week earlier this summer hiking
and exploring Olympic National Park in
Washington. I hope to visit more of our beautiful
national and state parks in the future.
Volunteer Experience
I currently volunteer with a support organization
for widows around the Twin Cities area. This
involves helping to coordinate and volunteer
at events that bring widows together to
build a supportive and fun community.

Hobbies/Activities
I enjoy reading, listening to true crime podcasts,
or exploring Minnesota’s state parks (when
weather permits). Fall is my favorite season,
so I will definitely be making the rounds
to all of my favorite apple orchards!
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Long-time MNCREW member and former president
Shari Bjork passed away at age 51 on July 17, 2021, after
a courageous three-year battle with cancer. Throughout
her battle, she carried a smile that not only kept her own
spirits up, but ours as well. We will cherish her memory.

Shari was a super star in commercial real
estate and made her mark both in our
profession and the broader community. After
accumulating experience at Shea Inc. and
Ellerbe Becket, in early 2004 she started the
design firm Studio Hive (now part of DLR
Group) with Shawn Gaither and Janice
Linster. Most recently, she was a Principal and
Workplace Leader at DLR Group.
She continued her commitment to the
industry and her community through her
leadership in MNCREW, serving as a board
member for several years and as chapter
president in 2017. Shari was also a graduate
of the inaugural CREW Network Leadership
Certificate Program in 2016.
Here are a few of our memories of Shari:
“I had the unique pleasure of being paired
with Shari as her mentor in the inaugural
CREW Network Leadership Certificate
program. Shari and I had a lot in common to
share with each other! Starting and running a
firm, caring for one’s employees and clients,
trying to do the right thing even when it
caused a hardship for yourself — we’d both
been through all of that. Shari was thinking
about “what comes next” for her practice and
had opportunities to join forces with several
firms. I last saw her when I was in Minneapolis
for the AIA Women’s Leadership Summit in

September 2019. Shari was firmly established
with DLR Group; she gave me a tour of her
office, and we went to lunch. I was so pleased
to hear about her positive experiences since
joining DLR. Despite her cancer diagnosis,
her smile, sparkling eyes, and positive attitude
radiated.” —Judy Nitsch
"I have known Shari since the early 2000’s
when I was at Trammell Crow, and we worked
on a Lawson Software project in New Jersey
together. But it was MNCREW where we
were reconnected. I was always in awe of her
ability to engage on so many levels. When she
was MNCREW president, she was also
working on selling her company and was
juggling so much and led the sale of WRTC,
which was a HUGE undertaking! Her
strength and leadership has always been
inspiring to me. I am so grateful for the
opportunity to have served alongside her on
the board! My last correspondence with her
was at the end of April this year right before
she took her leave of absence. She talked
about her love of gardening and flowers! She
was bummed that she missed our first “past
presidents” call." —Deb Barnes
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"I first met Shari when we were at a
MNCREW volunteer event at The Jeremiah
Program. I loved her energy and her matter of
fact way of getting things done, and we
connected immediately. We later served on
the board together and eventually were slated
to be on the executive committee. I was
President in 2016 (she was my “wing man”),
and Shari was President in 2017. We had great
adventures together as we traveled as
delegates to the CREW summits and
conventions. She knew where art museums
were in every city – and good restaurants! We
worked together on some very important
MNCREW initiatives including the strategic
plan with Prouty, integration of committee
overhaul that was introduced in 2015, and
aligning our chapter with CREW Network. It’s
hard to imagine MNCREW without Shari
— we are miles ahead of where we would be
due to her efforts, dedication and just being a
lovely soul." —Mary Jo Kelly

"Shari’s passion for women in the workplace,
for the CREW/MNCREW initiatives and
programs and her support of the CREW
mission were inspiring! Shari would have
celebrated her 52nd birthday Sunday, July
25th. She was taken far too soon! I had the
pleasure of meeting Shari soon after I moved
to the Twin Cities in 2007. I was very
impressed by the professionalism, creativity
and passion that she and her firm at the time,
Studio Hive, possessed. Our close friendship
began when Shari became a valued member
of the MNCREW board in 2013, and it grew
over the years. I came to cherish her brilliant
smile, her laughter, her great ability to listen
and the contemplative look when she was
considering a subject matter and discussing it.
I feel so blessed to have been able to visit Shari
at home about a month ago. Her home was a
reflection of her personality...warm, creative,
beautiful and welcoming. I pulled up a few
pictures that I had on my laptop, and the one
on the carousel along the Detroit River is one
"I will always remember how Shari jumped
right in and gave the board all she could with a of my favorites. It was always fun attending
CREW events in various cities with Shari, and
cheerful demeanor and a hard-working
that walk along the Detroit River with her is
attitude. She was creative but practical, and
one I won’t soon forget."
that allowed her to succeed and solve
—Claire Roberts
problems for her clients as well as our
MNCREW chapter. We were lucky to have
We were lucky to have the
the energy of her passion behind our chapter
and Shari at the helm. One memory for me
energy of her passion behind our
was arriving into Baltimore for a leadership
chapter and Shari at the helm.
summit and exploring the harbor together
after eating some fresh crab cakes. And, the
last time we saw Shari during an afternoon visit
—Andrea Fazendin
at her home about a month ago, she had the
most beautiful peonies from her yard
surrounding us. I think I will always think of her
when I see peonies in bloom."
—Andrea Fazendin
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"Shari was a force of nature! When I think
about Shari, I remember that while I had
met her before, my first real encounter
with her was when I was a committee chair
and she was President Elect for the
MNCREW Board. She called me and told
me that she appreciated how I always
spoke up and was a strong voice for my
committee and asked if I would consider
being on the board for MNCREW. It was
such a compliment as I always watched her
approach to everything as so very
thoughtful and strategic. I was honored
that she sought me out. Then, during our
work together on the board, she and her
wonderful team won the design scope for a
build out for one of KimbleCo’s clients, so
we worked together closely for the next
2.5 years. What a gift that was! She pushed
the high standards we had and exceeded
them, was a true professional and not only
completed an amazing project for our
mutual client here in town but won their
business across the country. It is hard to
believe she is gone – it is so NOT FAIR –
but that is how it goes. She will be missed
greatly and I am so happy to have
wonderful memories of her to hang onto."
—Ericka Miller

"I will so miss Shari. She was an absolutely
amazing design professional to work with.
Creative yet a stellar project manager.
Flexible yet firm as needed. You never
worried when Shari was on the team. But
that's work. Then there is Shari — her grace,
her steadfastness, her kindness. Her great
listening ability which made you the focus.
Her inspiration as she went through one of
life's greatest trials. My heart breaks with
sadness at her passing. She leaves a legacy
of beauty that will not be forgotten."
—Julie Kimble
Please join MNCREW and other industry
friends and colleagues in honoring and
continuing Shari’s legacy by contributing to
CREW Network Foundation's established
scholarship endowment. Your generous
gift will help us support future generations
of female leaders and advance women in
the industry.

DONATE

"Then there is Shari — her grace, her
steadfastness, her kindness. Her great
listening ability which made you the
focus. Her inspiration as she went
through one of life's greatest trials."
—Julie Kimble
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Minnetonka Level
The Hutton House
United Properties

Bde Maka Ska Level
Dominium
Finance & Commerce

Harriet Level
Greiner Construction
JLL
KimbleCo
Kraus-Anderson Companies
Suntide Commercial Realty

Phalen Level
Anderson Companies
Art Partners Group
BKV Group
Bridgewater Bank
City National Bank
Colliers International
Colliers Mortgage LLC
Gardner Builders
iSpace
Ryan Companies US, Inc.

Nokomis Level
Bell Bank
LHB, Inc.
RJM Construction
Stewart Title
Wells Fargo

Braun Intertec
Henricksen
John A. Knutson & Co.
KOMA
Larkin Hoffman
Lockton Companies
Mohagen Hansen
Old Republic Title
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.

Como Level
Absolute Commercial
Flooring, Inc.
Allied Parking Inc.
Associated Bank
Barna, Guzy & Steffen
BWBR
CBRE
Commercial Drywall Inc.
Cutting Edge Property
Maintenance
DLR Group
Frattalone Companies
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
General Office Products
Historical Information
Gatherers
InsideOut Studios
Jorgenson Construction
Michaud Cooley Erickson
The Opus Group
Prevolv
Servion Commercial Title
Suddath

Member FDIC

Not All Is Lost In
Local Banking
BWBMN.COM/LOCAL

Lake of the Isles Level
Architecture | Interiors
Atmosphere Commercial
Interiors

Contributions?
Questions or comments?
Please contact the Communications
Committee Co-Chair:

Megan Livgard
612.335.2774

mncrew.org

